
~ Let's Chat ~ 
The DfE Reading

Framework. 

First up ~ What does the
research say?



Over the Summer I'll be breaking down
some of the elements of the revised 

 DfE Reading Framework to see what it
means for us as educators, parents and

classroom practitioners.

The document starts with snippets of
research from the last 40 years that

shows the importance of reading. 

The Reading Framework



Parents who engage their children in books
prepare them to become committed 

and enthusiastic readers: they can transform
their attitudes to reading. [DfE 2021]

 
 Book-related talk introduces children to language

that they might not hear in ordinary
conversation, especially the vocabulary of the book

itself.  [Logan, J. and others (June 2019)]
 

Here’s how many words kids would have heard by
the time they were 5 years old: Never read to,

4,662 words; 1–2 times per week, 63,570 words; 3–
5 times per week, 169,520 words; daily, 296,660

words; and five books a day, 1,483,300 words.
[Science Daily (2019)]

Vocabulary development 
and talk

High quality
parental

talk in the
Early Years

expands
vocabualary

and
comprehension

.



Read to the class at every
opportunity
Explicitly teach tier 2 and 3
vocabulary before tackling a text or
task
Encourage word collecting in the
classroom - make it a sport!
Make book talk a regular occurrence
and model the skills

How we can Support 
Vocabulary Development

How we can Support 
Vocabulary Development?

 



Higher academic performance, even in maths.
More knowledge about the world and

increased understanding of technical or
subject specific vocabulary

Readers report better wellbeing and mental
health.

Readers show more empathy and become
more socially conscious citizens

Extensive international research shows that
being a frequent reader is associated with a

range of academic, social and emotional benefits.. 

Far more than pleasure is at stake. 

Research cited evidences reading being linked to:
1.
2.

3.

4.

Educational Benefits of reading 
for pleasure

Reading for
pleasure is THE
biggest indicator

of a child's
future success,

more so than their
family’s socio-
economic status. 

 OECD 2010

This phrase stuck out for me. 



Provide as many opportunities as
possible to engage children with reading
~ make reading and reading spaces
enticing
Take an interest in what children are
reading
Make reading recommendations
Provide a range of reading material
across genres
Make reading a social activity - allow
chatter and book talk

Nurturing a desire to read



Economic and social benefits

 
 

EEF in 2019 cites the cost of low
levels of literacy to the UK

economy to be around £20 billion
per annum. 

 
Readers are more engaged
politically, and more likely to

become involved in their
communities.  [Cherry G and

Vignoles A (2020)]
 
 
 
 

Being able to
read is crucial
to accessing

information and
increasing the

range of
employment

options. 



The Matthew Effect

'Children who are good at reading do more of it: they
learn more, about all sorts of things, and their
expanded vocabulary, gained from their reading,
increases their ease of access to more reading.

Conversely, those for whom reading is difficult fall
behind, not just in their reading but in all subjects

and a vicious circle develops.' [DfE]
 

So what can 
we do?



Make it easy/compulsory to access a wide
range of books 
Plan opportunities for reading within the
school day for purpose, practice and
pleasure
Help children build pace and fluency: Practice,
practice, practice!
Make personal recommendations to
support children's book choices e.g. a
personal basket with high interest books
that are at a level they can read fluently.

Combatting the 'Matthew effect'



You set the tone in your space. 
Your love of literature will shine
through and spread
Your recommendations will be valued
and create readers
Your conversations will start children
wondering, questioning, analysing,
imagining
Keep going even if there's tumbleweed
to start with!

I believe that YOU are so
important



I'd love to know your
thoughts and ideas 

on this research.

Drop a Comment below


