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READING COMMUNITIES
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Research has found that the books, rhymes
and reading we share together, not on\y
enriches imagination and develops
vocabu\o\ry, but builds commun'ﬁy T0o0.



THE POWER OF POETRY

The Framework makes the

IS/ Y1 - can builif following recommendation:
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* nonsense rhymes, and poems
that are parﬂcu\ar\y rhyw‘hm‘\ca\



POETRY RECOMMENDATIONS ~

NB: All age
recommendations
are a gu'\de on\\/
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STORYTIME

SToryﬂme;

e Builds class communﬁy

* Provides a powerful 0ppormm’ry to share
books as windows and mirrors [Click here to
see Rudine Sims-Bishop Speaking)

* A key opportunity to engage children with

reading

Oppor‘rum’r\/ To exp\‘\c'\ﬂy develop vocabu\ar\/

The report says that story time should:

e Elicit a response - eg. laughter, emotion,
empmhy

e N EYFSAKST teachers should read and re-
read familiar stories and allow children to
role p\ay and share in the stories P »

* Key stage 2 should have storytime at least
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https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=books+as+mirrors+windows+and+sliding+doors&view=detail&mid=31495DB44F953A75790231495DB44F953A757902&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dbooks%2Bas%2Bmirrors%2Bwindows%2Band%2Bsliding%2Bdoors%26FORM%3DHDRSC6
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» Carefully chosen stories - choose 3 h\gh qua\rry f
books for the class to vote for as choice *
INCreases engagement.

e Model vocabu\ary aS YOu comme across it eg, livid
1 read in context - the big bad wolf was livid -
he was very angry.

2) Reframe - | was livid when | stood on
my little boy‘s Lego that he left out!

3) Add an action - can you show me a
livid face?

o In K32, consider allowing children to doodle/jot in
a reading journal during story time - ’rhe\/ can
ask gquestions, draw characters efc
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REPORT RECOMMENDATION

- Include a range of stories set in the
UK and around the world, both
Traditional and modern, as well as non-
fiction.

. Refresh the list regu\o\r\y - at least
once a Year - To include new\y
published books

» Supplement the core ‘read aloud
stories with others of the teacher’s
choice.

» Share the list with parents, and
explain its purpose

Key to all of this is that
stoff have an up to date
Knovv\edge of children's

WISt Ulul .

Consider taking S minutes
at the start of a staff
meeting to recommend a
new fitle/to browse a
publishers catalogue or
even 1o take a trip o the
local \‘\bmr\//bookshoP.




BOOK CORNERS ~ EYES/KSI

e The priority is well chosen books
rather than props or furniture

o |t makes reference to the Teresa
Cremin research fexts that tempt.

e Books and how ’rhey are d\sP\ayed

are the hook that make it an
Inviting area - think baskets, front
facing, not 100 many at a Time
(suggestion is 30-40 that have
been read to the children including
books from the previous year).
book rotation




BOOK CORNERS ~ KSI

The report gives these areas that teachers m’\gh’r consider:

Choosing books from the main school \‘\bmry and

organising these under ‘very short reads, 'short

reads, 'long reads and books that the class has
listened to.

e Starting the year with a range of 30 to S0 books,
with a few copies of some single titles (including
favourites from the previous yeo\r)

e Refreshing the stock regu\ar\y b\/ introducing
different books from the school \'\bmr\/ throughout
the year, with pupils’ help, and returning others to
free space

e Putting books at eye level 50 pupils can see eO\S'\\y
what is available

* Presenting as many books as possible face-out, so
that the cover, author and title engage pupils
attention.

. Every book must be worth reading or help pupils 1o

put in the reading miles. Books that are un\‘\Ke\y 0

achieve either of these aims should be discarded.



CHOOSING AND ORGANISING BOOKS

e Decodable books should be stored in a separate space from the class \'\bmry.

On Book Bands:

* If schools organise books into book band levels, teachers should select which
of these books The\/ think their pupils will enjoy and be able to read
successtully. Limiting pupils to choosing unfamiliar books from a narrow level
or colour band might not inspire them to read w'\de\y and often, and therefore
this does not develop sufficiently their ability to read fluently and confidently.

Post decodable books that children can read independently may include:

* picture books, including graphic novels for older pupils.

* ‘page-turners, both long and short (designed to ‘get in the reading miles -
series are great for this)

literature (big ideas, rich language. culturally rich content, broaden their range
of reading - may be introduced in the classroom or recommended by the
teacher)

books/texts for the wider curriculum, including non-fiction

Ni-lo' books (such as those published by Barrington Stoke, short biographies
etO



. THE SCHOOL LIBRARY /
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Organisation ideas:
* Non-fiction by subject and year group where books
support the curriculum
e Picture books for younger readers
Picture books and graphic novels for older readers
Poetry booKS:; younger readers; older readers
Very short page-turners and short page-turners
(can be read by young readers or older readers
who need extra practice)
e Sets of longer page-turners
e Short 'hi-lo' non-fiction
e Longer hi-lo fiction

e Fiction and poe’rry m'\ghT be ordered
a\phabeﬂca\\y in broad age-ranges

T
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https://www.booktrust.org.uk/lifechanginglibraries#!?q=&sortOption=MostRecent&pageNo=1

READING AT HOME

e Share snippets of the research around
reading, the benefits of developing
ﬂuency and ideas for book talk

e Reading at home should be ﬂuency
practice/gaining reading miles/
enjoymem

This might look like:

e A research snippetf in the weeK\y
newsletter or in reading diaries

e A Term\y reading leaflet for parents

* QR codes with story samples of class
Texts

e Create a video for parents about the
benefits of reading
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